Visa for the purpose of recognition of foreign qualifications (pursuant to
section 16d (1) of the German Residence Act) — how does it work?

The recognition of your foreign qualifications (vocational education and training or higher education) is a way to be able
to take on qualified employment in Germany. If the competent authority for the recognition procedure determines that
you require further specialist knowledge, language skills or practical experience in order to achieve full recognition, you
can obtain these qualifications in Germany. Section 16d (1) of the German Residence Act (AufenthG) offers professionals
from outside the European Union, the EEA and Switzerland the possibility of acquiring a visa to enter Germany for this
purpose. Additionally, there are further options for skilled workers to enter the country, for example through the
recognition partnership, whereby recognition can be applied for after arriving in Germany.

What does this involve?
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Procedure steps in Germany

The chart provides a simplified illustration of the procedure for entry pursuant to Section 16d (1) of the German
Residence Act The procedure must be well planned and may require several months. You can receive free expert
guidance and support. The overview lists the most important places for further information and personal advisory
sessions for a more accurate assessment of your individual circumstances:



Where can | find advice?
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Individual initial consultation Locally-based individual recognition guidance from
Hotline Working and Living in Germany ProRecognition in several countries:
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Redirection

Central Service Agency for Professional Recognition Bundesagentur
Comprehensive guidance and assistance throughout the process of the recognition fiir Arbeit
procedure and advice on suitable qualification programmes

Hotline +49 30/18 15 11 11 recognition@arbeitsagentur.de

https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/vor-ort/zav/working-and-living-in-germany/zsba/professional-recognition

ProRecognition and the Central Service Agency for Professional Recognition work closely with regional expert advice
centres of the Network IQ — Integration through Qualification and other advice centres in Germany.

What financial support is available?

In addition to living costs in Germany, other costs will arise during the recognition procedure and training. If you have
al-ready found a tangible job offer, your employer may be able to support you. Various public funding possibilities also
become available as soon as you live in Germany. An individual case evaluation alone can determine whether you are
eligible. For more information contact the advice centres listed above or visit: https://www.anerkennung-in-
deutschland.de/html/en/financial-support.php
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